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Drag racing is probably one of the easiest forms of motorsport to get involved with and you can start from the age of just 8 years with Junior 
Dragster and Junior Drag Bike, and age 17 for the adult Drag Race classes.

The following guide is an overview which will hopefully answer many of the common questions that arise with new and returning Drag Racers.

The details will be broken down into two main areas, Cars and Bikes. Although there are a lot of common areas, there are also a considerable amount of 
differences that need to be addressed.

For many the first taste of Drag Racing may well have been a visit to a drag strip as a spectator or perhaps getting involved with their road going vehicle at a 
Run What You Brung (RWYB) event.

A RWYB is a great starting point for future racers whether you have a car or a motorbike. The relaxed atmosphere allows you the opportunity to learn the 
basic skills and race craft required to begin your Drag Racing career.

However if you want to take the next step and get involved with the racing at a full on race event you will need some additional information in order to 
prepare yourself. Your vehicle will need to be legal to race. You will need personal safety equipment and you will need to know how to enter a race event 
with the relevant paperwork and licence. Whilst all of this may seem daunting, it’s not and hopefully any questions you have will be answered in the 
following text. But if not, you can always contact the club at the phone number or email listed in the contact details below or by clicking here 

Whether you intend racing a car or a bike, there are certain things you will need regardless of whether you’re on two wheels or four.
You will now need to be a member of the SPRC club (or A.P.I.R.A) in order to race at a permitted event.

You can find a membership form for the SPRC on the SPRC website under forms. With your membership you will receive a copy of the Drag Racing Rule 
book for the UK. A thorough read of your class and the general regulations would be a good idea once you have received the rule book. Don’t worry if 
you’re not sure what class you want to race in the details listed below will help steer you in the right direction.

As mentioned earlier a RWYB is a great starting point for honing you race craft, and it also allows you to assess your cars performance. There are many 
classes within UK Drag Racing to get involved with and many are elapsed time (the time it takes to complete a quarter mile)  based classes.

If your car is completely show room stock, or mildly modified, you are probably looking at Sportsman ET as a starting point. The class index (slowest time 
to fastest time allowed in the class) will be from 30seconds to 12.00 seconds. Whilst this may not sound quick, once you get to the 11 second range you are 
driving a pretty serious performance car.

However you may also have built something that is not necessarily street legal (i.e. a full on race car) that is capable of going a lot quicker. There is a list of 
the class indexes currently used in the UK and Europe below.
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